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Eydentlie uphaudin the Scots Leid Campaine 


Yule Cairds for 2002 Weel Aheid o Time 


T he design o Scots Tung’s Yule caird for 
this incomin Christmas 2002 is weel 
aheid o schedule in compare wi femyear or 
for that maitter, onie ither year in the hye- 
gane. It’s title, “Auld Reekie at Yule”, says it 
aw an shaws a picter o Edinburgh’s noo weel 
estaibhsht Yuletide Eair in Princes Street 
Gairdens wi its muckle Eerris wheel aside the 
Scott Moniment, German mercat, skatin rink, 
helter-skelter an monie ither shows. The 



oreeginal picter wis pentit hi Sally J Collins, 
the kenspeckle East Lothian airtist an buik 
illustrator that did the picter for 200rs caird 
that wis cried, “Leukin tae the Auld Toun”. 
The size an quahty o this year’s caird is the 
same as for ither years an, hi eikin the prent 
run up tae five thousand, the price for ilka 
caird can bide the same an aw at 60p. 

Eor aw that this year’s cairds is faur airher 
nor ither years, they’re no a meinit ower suin 
for speirins is comin in areddies an ae Scots 
MEP haes been gien a quote for five hunner 
cairds. It’s tae be howped an aw tae hae a 
professional sales packman takin the gate 
round maist o the shops in Scotland wi preein 
exemplars o the cairds. This shuid gie a 
braider spreid o shops haundhn the cairds nor 
in the bye-gane, giein Scots Tung mair time 
tae dael direck wi maimbers, freends an the 
genral pubhc juist like afore. 

Tho it wisna duin willintlie, the feinisht caird 
haes tumt out tae be a braw advert for the 
Capital’s Yuletide festival an the micht weel 
be some scowth for the cairds tae be uised hi 


tourist boards or ither agencies o the like. 
Like wi ither years, the caird haes the follaein 
braw poem, screivit hi Janet Cousin, inower 
the first page an opposite the festive greetin. 

at ‘y'xde 

In dreicfi DecemBefs deein days 
‘Wfian winter’s grip is sair 
Sltdd^el^ dons fiirfestive face 
idn hosts a ‘Xuletidefair. 

'Braw cohoured Cichts strttng oot hJ^heads 
Swee in the caller air 
'Tae the beat o cheery carols 
'Thatfrae the barraes blare. 

'Whiles youngsters in a maJ^hift rinJ^ 
CleeJ^aimts an s/^te wi glee - 
'Watchin thirhighjinlq as they whur! 

Is fun fur aw tae see. 

JT muel(k wheelrieht doueeCy birls 
Lendin a burd’s ee view 
The hail long knth o Trinces Street 
Bedecifin iOlghue. 

Titdd'Reelqe in the ootgaunyear 
Isjist the place tae be 
'Whan she pits on hirfestive face 
Tae haud a ‘Xuktide spree 

©J.C.C. -Scots Tung 
The festive greetin is juist like ither years:- 

Slw tfk IBestfoT a iHertie Xuk 
XUta 

iRicfit guid IJfezv ‘year 

Campie Schuil 
Beirs the Gree 

S cots TUNG’S saicont Scots language 
writin competeetion for the schuils o 
East Lothian, the Scots Tung Quaich, haes 
again been weel worth while. Baith teachers 
an pupils haes pit in some gey hard wark but 
satisfyin an enjoyable as weel. This year the 
wis a wee bit o an uphaud wi entries for the 
Secondary section an thae results will be gien 
oot the middle o Mey but aw the Primaries 
wis bang on time sae thair results can be gien 
oot noo. Aince aw the entries is in for the 
Secondary competeetion, an aixtrae blat will 
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Copiericht 

Copiericht for awthin screivit in this wittins 
blat bides wi R. Fairnie. The Scots Tung 
Wittins can be fotie-copied in hail or in pairt 
athoot leemit o nummers an this bauds guid an 
aw for onie pairt o the wittins blat that’s furth- 
set in onie ither publication. 


be eikit tae neist month’s Wittins tae haud a 
walin o some o the entries frae baith the Pri¬ 
mary an Secondary sections. 

The entries tae the Primary section wis richt 
guid an shawed a meisure o imagination an 
humour. Eor ordinar, the can be juist the ae 
witmer but this year the Walin Comatee haed 
an awfu bother chuisin atween the tap three 
entries, aw frae Campie Primary Schuil. hr 
the hirmeren, it wis decidit that Jake 
Naysmith (P7B) an Alastair Brown (P7B) 
wad be 1st Equal an Rachel Valentine 
(P6C) wad be Rinner Up. 

(BXXTH'EXS 

‘Whikt ok nAzjtchtin m ma tritfier, 
St.rmud;k micfuy roar came frae oormitfier, 
Myaafedat Mm an Mm at me, 

'Baith 0 us tootjae oor heels tae flee, 
frae hir we didnae h% a chut, 

O that thir isnae onay doubt, 

'But she’s aafyyki/^tfor a mither, 

‘What else £ ye dae bitfecht wi yer blither? 

Jahf iHaysmith fPT'Bdst 'Equal 

lA&Lmica) 

iMa auldyranda has nae teeth, 
ale bides in Musselburyh but comes frae Leith. 
iHe hlies tae bet on the cudches an days, 
S'indchesnae mind a couple ojuys. 

tie’s a couthy bbUje wi a mucl^ mooth, 

'Who is aye haverin aboot Ms youth, 

'But now he’s auld andayeways cauM, 
'Probably doon tae the fact that he’s bait 

Mistair IBrom. 'Equal 

tdPt iBlRSTH'ES^ TLUfffy <Tcm 

iMa blither tmda day ca’dSpi^e, 

Pi fluffy toy ye see, 

'But when he yot tae auld far it, 
hepassedit doon tae me. 

tie also hud an elephant, 

'Wi yreat biy massive hiys. 

It sat doon in the comer, 

'Beside his fluffy £tys! 

tieyave me his wee camel 
idnda’ his teddy bears, 

Sdndnow I’ve no yot any room 
On ma bedroom chairs! 

Xiichel'Ualentine P6C tanner 'Up 


















Daybreak on the World's Edge 

Bi Irene Broon, Scots Tung’s Stravaigin Reporter 

T he Edinburgh Buik Eestival ongaun, a foy anent the life an wark o thon kenspeckle 
Perthshire makar, William Soutar, wis hauden at Auld Reekie’s Hub on Seturday 30 
Mairch an wis opened bi the Eestival’s high heid ane, Catherine Lockerbie. 

William Soutar (1898-1943) writ in baith Scots an English. His wark reinges frae a guid per¬ 
ception o humour tae deep reflecktions on life itsel. The abuin title for the ongaun wis foondit 
on a line frae ane o Soutar’s poems, The Arch, “As the day is broken on the world’s edge.” 
Afore the main program, the airtists takin pairt in the ongaun traitit the owdience tae a live 


acoustic musical divert I ^ lialang wi Alan Cody on 

Guitar. Efterthe breck, a I ^ t^ru the nicht we spak nae word fower-some makit 
up wi Wendy Weath-i jerby, Ron Shaw, Eiona 

Hunter an Su-A Lee, i ^ "®3rd her hert played music m a is t lins 

composed an fully ar- | soundin wi my ^ ranged bi Wendy 

Weatherby, that played I _ lalang wi Rod Paterson 

singin a wahn o Soutar’s poems, the likes o. The Tryst, Cadger Jimmy, Sang, The Performance 
of the Young Men, Lauch Whan Ye Can, Saint Dod, The Moment, Gang Doun wi a Sang, 
Tradition (this month’s chyce for Makar’s Neuk), Autobiography, Auld Wife’s Sang an The 
Arch. 

Buiks wis tae haund for sale at the breck an efter the shaw. 

Argyll Publishing haes furthset a walin o poems bi Wilham Soutar in the buik, “Into a Room” 
seUin for £7.99 frae maist buik-shops or it can be gotten ower the phone bi giein a ring tae:- 
01369-820-229. _ 

|The Shepherd on Sumphs| 


A sumph is a cheil to whom Natur has 
denied ony considerable share o under- 
staunin, without haein chose to mak him just 
awthegither an indisputable idiot. His paw- 
rents haena the comfort o bein able, without 
frequent misgivings, to consider him a natu¬ 
ral-bom Me, for you see he can be taught the 
letters o the alphabet, and even to read wee 
bits o short words, no in write but in prent, 
sae that he may in a hmited sense be even 
something o a scholar. I’ve kent sumphs no 
that iU spellers. But then you see, sir, the 
mind o the sumphie is seen to be stationary, 
and generally about twal it begins slawly to 
retrograwd; sae that at about twenty—and at 
age, if you please sir, we shall consider 
him—he has verra httle mair sense than a 
sookin babby. He kens sun frae moon, cock 
frae hen, and richt-weel man frae woman; for 
it is a curious fact that your sumph is as ama¬ 
tory as Solomon himself, and ye generally 
find him married and standin at the door o his 
house like a schulemaster—the green before 
his house owerflows wi weans, aw his ain 
progeny; and his wife, a comely body, wi 
twins on her breast, is aibhns, wi a pleased 
face, seen smihng ower his shouther. 

Sumphs are aye fattish—wi round legs hke 
women—generally wi red and white com¬ 
plexions—^though I’ve kent them black-a- 
viced, and no ill-lookin, were it no for a want 
o something you canna at first sicht weel teU 

Scots Tung WITTINS 
On the wab. 

The Scots Tung Wittins can be vizzied or 
doon-haundelt an prentit (noo in HTML format 
forbye) frae the wabsteid o:- 

The Scots Speikers Cum, Glesca. 
Wabsteid backin:- 

Http://www.mlove.free-onbne.co.uk/ 

A hard copie o STW is sent free o chairge tae 
aw maimbers o Scots Tung ilka month. 
Maimbership subscreivins is £5 (Scotland/UK) 
Peyed ilka September. 
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what, till you find by degrees that it’s a want 
o everything—a want o expression, a want o 
air, a want o mainner, a want o smeddum, a 
want o vigour, a want o sense, a want o 
feelin—in short, a want o sowl—a deficit 
which nae painstaking in education can ever- 
supply; and then, oholoos! But they’re dour, 
dour, dour—obstinater than either pigs or 
cuddies, and waur to drive alang the high 
road o hfe. Eor, by tyin a string to the hint leg 
o a gmmphie, and keeping jerk-jerkin him 
back, you can wile him forrit by fits and 
starts; and the maist contumacious cuddie 
you can transplant at last, by pour-pourin 
upon his hurdies the oil o hazel; but neither 
by priggin nor prayin, by reason nor by rung, 
when the fit’s on him, frae his position may 
mortal man howp to move a sumph. 

—Nodes Ambros. 
Taen frae The Book of Scottish Anecdote o 
1874 

iGie's Yer Crackf] 

S cots is tae be fund aw ower the place. 

Aw a body haes tae dae is keep thair lugs 
cockit an hsten oot for it. E’en in Auld 
Reekie, that’s taen bi monie tae be ane o the 
mair Inglified touns o Scotland, Scots is aye 
daein weel an breardin frae some o the mair 
unlikely mooths. The ither day a body wis 
comin oot o Edinburgh’s ASDA muckle 
mercat whan thair ee wis catched bi a Winnie 
Mandela luik-ahke staunin bi the phone juist 
inower the entry. The lassie’s claes wis fu o 
colour, juist the dab for brichtin up a dour 
dreich Edinburgh day an, as the body got 
athin hearin distance, they cuid hear her 
sayin, “Ay, A’11 see ye the mom then. Oh, an 
hou’s the baim? Is she aw right noo?” 

Neist Forgaitherin 

Mon. 20t. Mey 2002 
7.30pm tae 9.00pm 
Comatee Rm. C. 

Brunton Ha, Musselburgh. 


Haes oniebody else heard onie ither guid 
exemplars o Scots frae unexpeckit mooths or 
e’en frae onie ither kinna mooth? Keep yer 
lugs cockit an gin ye hear ocht, juist send it 
in bi e-mail or phone. It daesna maitter the 
gate as lang’s ye juist Gie’s Yer Crack sae it 
can be shared amang the lave o STW readers. 
The’r aye some guid Scots crack tae be heard 
yet on the teUie in programs the likes o 
“Snoddy”, “Offside” an ithers an thon advert 
for Scottish Blend tea haes revertit back tae 
an airher vairsion that haes a braider reenge o 
Scots nor the last ane that wis on. Juist shaws 
somebodie at STV maun hae richt guid taste. 

End o an Auld 
Border Tulyie? 

T he follaein wis owerset frae a Teletext 
news report in Enghsh:- 

“Tourist high heid anes is howpin tae 
bring an auld historic tulyie tae an end bi 
ettlin tae pit Berwlck-on-Tweed back on- 
tae the Scots map. 

Scottish Borders Tourist Board haes 
peyed cooncil offeecials 10,000 auld- 
farrant merks (£6,900) for the toun tae be 
haundit back tae Scotland frae England. 
Berwick-on-Tweed haes chynged haunds 
atween Scotland an England fowerteen 
times in its lang an bluidy history.” 

Nae doot, for sic a sma price, this is mair 
tae dae wi tourist mairches nor poleetical 
anes but, wha kens? Berwick’s fitba team 
haes played in the Scots League for ages an 
the Scots banks is aw weel estaiblisht thare. 
The language isna faur awa an no lang efter 
the Pocket Scots Dictionary wis furthset, it 
kythed in some o the Berwick shops. Gin the 
Scots Leid Associe haesna raxed oot an in¬ 
vite for its Scots Writin Competeetion tae the 
Berwick schuils afore noo, whit wey no gie it 
a shot an keep the pat bylin? 

New Bunnet For 
SNDA an DOST 


A t the time o writin, baith the SNDA an 
the DOST wis ettlin tae offeecially git 
cleekit thegither unner the new name o Scot¬ 
tish Language Dictionaries (SLD). The new 
body wis tae be launched at the Edinburgh 
City Chambers on Wadensday 1 Mey bi Dr. 
Elaine Murray MSP, Depute Meenister for 
Tourism, Cultur an Sport on The Mound. 

Makar’s Neuk 

Tradition 

“Heh! young folk arena what they were:” 
Wheeng'd the auld craw to his cronie: 

‘‘Sic galllvantin here an there, 

Sic wastrle and aye wantin mair; 

Their menners far frae bonnie.” 

‘‘Eh mel It's waur and waur they get 
In gumption and decorum: 

And sma respec for kirk and state.” 

WI that the auld craw wagg'd his pate 
As his faltherdid afore him. 

William Soutar (1898-1943) 


























